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will receive life at the last day, and will reproach
its maker for having brought it into existence
without having the power to endow it with human
and spiritual privileges.
A tradition relates that Aycshn. the favourite
wife of the Prophet, purchased a carpet with a
pattern in which figures were represented. She
laid it down for her husband to rest upon when he
returned home. As he entered the doorway and
his eyes fell upon the new acquisition, he stopped
short and looked at it with displeasure. Ayesha
was much troubled*
" Oh, Messenger of (Sot! 1 I repent to God awl
his Messenger P she cried. "What fault have I
committed that you do not enter I"
"What is this carpet?" Muhammad asked.
** I have bought it for you to sit and rent upon/'
replied Ayesha,
" Verily the maker of pictures will foe punished
on the day of resurrection/* he answered, M when
God will desire him to bring them to life, A house
which contains pictures is not visited by the angels."
In another tradition the Prophet classes all
artists with murderers and parrieides, It is on
account of this condemnation that the drawings of
Muhammadan artists are usually in flora! designs